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Wen-Ping WANG

It is a pleasure to memory my
wonderful experience during my
stay at IMS, Okazaki. Arrived at
the end of March, 2006, | have been
working in IMS for three quarters
of a year now. Lots of things about
wonderful experience are worthy of
being written, although my visit to
IMS is short. | recorded only a few
main ones of them here.

The first is about the scientific
environment of IMS. | think that
every foreign researcher working
at IMS has a precious opportu-
nity to meet, discuss, and collabo-
rate with the best scientists in their
fields. Open seminars held in IMS,
provide chances for researchers
to freely discuss with others both
from and outside of IMS. | have
attended more than ten seminars.
Among them, seminars such as
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reported by Dr. Michel Mortier and
by Prof. Bonacic-Koutecky were
very impressive and broadened my
eyeshot. | have also established a
new relationship with these research
groups now. | hope it will be very
useful for future collaboration. The
frequently professional exchange
established among the research
groups in IMS and these outside of
IMS is also nice evidence that the
level of the research work in IMS is
at the top of their fields in the world.
The facilities of IMS are abun-
dant, effective, and are of great ben-
efit to researchers in molecular sci-
ences. During my stay here, | can
find the instruments that | need to
measure my samples and obtain data
just in IMS. The abundant facili-
ties also allow for a nice training in
operating various machines.

I find that IMS has a very nice
library, where researchers can get
on-line papers or literatures they
are looking for. The easy access
to many key journals and the nice
research system enable researchers
in IMS exactly and timely updating
the progress in the related fields.

The second | would like to say
is people and lifestyle in Okazaki.
People I met both in IMS and on the
streets in Okazaki city are friendly
and kind enough. Mild and comfort-
able expression appears naturally on
their faces all the time. Sakura blos-
soms in spring, fireworks in sum-
mer, and red maple leaves in autumn
are beautiful and difficult to forget.
What a nice and quiet place for
research! | will tell my friends that
I had a nice experience both of work
in IMS and life in Okazaki town,



when | return two months later.
Finally, 1 would like to thank Dr.

Donglin Jiang for helping me to

arrange a wonderful opportunity to

stay in Japan and work with him at
IMS. | have learnt a lot from him,
such as the operation of instruments,
the techniques of organic synthe-

Wonderful experience and research in Okazaki
Suleyman Allakhverdiev

I am Chief (Leading) Research
Scientist, at Institute of Basic
Biological Problems, Russian
Academy of Sciences, Pushchino,
Moscow Region, Russia. |
obtained my Ph.D. in Physics and
Mathematics (specialization:
Biophysics and Biochemistry) and
Dr.Sci. in Biology and Biochemistry
(specialization: Photo- and Bio-
chemistry). Dr.Sci.-Doctor of
Science is the highest/top degree in
sciences in several countries, includ-
ing Russia.

It was the greatest oppotunity for
me to receive an invitation letter
from Prof. T. Nagata to visit to his
laboratory as IMS visiting professor.
This is not the first visit to Okazaki
for me. Actually, almost for 10 years
| had engaged in NIBB in the labo-
ratory of Professor Norio Murata
and | have very strong collabora-
tions with him.

My research interest is investiga-
tion on structure and function of the
reaction centers and water oxidiz-
ing complex in photosystem II; the
function and assembly of oxygen-
evolving complex; oxygen evolution;
hydrogen evolution; electron transfer
in photosynthetic reaction centers
and their models; synthetic analo-
gous of water-oxidizing complexes
that mimic natural photosynthesis.

Prof. T. Nagata and his laboratory
are recognized in the international
scientific community as experts in
the field of artificial photosynthe-

sis. Numerous articles of Prof. T.
Nagata reflect this recognition as
guest editor of scientific journals.
The scientific productivity of Prof.
T. Nagata and his group is very high.
The research of this laboratory is
aimed to understand the molecular
mechanisms of photosynthesis by
use of biomimetic nanoscale mol-
ecules. In particular, we are now
focusing our attention on photo-
chemical water splitting complex in
photosystem |1, and doing research
on synthetic analogues of water-oxi-
dizing complexes. My this visit is
fruitful scientifically, and already
one research manuscript is accepted
for Photosynthesis Research, and |
hope this is just the beginning of a
very fruitful long-term collaboration
with IMS colleagues. | would like to
have a more extensive collaboration
with Japanese scientists and espe-
cially with the laboratory headed by
Prof. T. Nagata.

During my visit to Japan | am
very impressive by the very high
level of research activity in the
Prof. T. Nagata's laboratory which
has made a great contribution to
our understanding on molecular
mechanisms of artificial photosyn-
thesis. It is very important that the
experimental work in the labora-
tory is nicely organized and can be
performed using the modern instru-
ments and approaches. In the labora-
tory well stocked library is available
on photochemistry sciences.

sis, and the modulation of seminars.
I would also like to thank all the
members of his group for their kind
supports during my stay.

Good tradition is the organizing
of regular monthly research report
seminars in this department. In this
seminar members of the department
including foreign scientists present
his (her) current own results with
lively discussions. This is one day
seminar which is a way to look more
carefully in details, to predict the
best development in right direction,
and to get faster good results in field
of all research work of this depart-
ment. Scientific discussions on gen-
eral topic of interest are one of the
best ways where one can educate
himself. Every week there is a 2-
hours Journal Club that is charac-
terized by lively discussion. Papers
from the recent literature are pre-
sented in this seminar not only by
the students or post-docs, but also
by the foreign scientists, by the staff
people of the laboratory including
professors. In addition, people from
different laboratories freely visit
each other to discuss various scien-
tific matters, to share instruments
and to do experiments jointly. This
is also a very good tradition for crea-
tive research.

I am very impressive by new
IMS-Yamate Area. | have visited
more than 35 different countries for
research work and such facilities |
could see only in Sweden, in Umea
Plant Research Center. It is great.
The IMS visiting professor-program
is very helpful for providing collab-
orative work (especially for us, for
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Russian researchers) with Japanese
colleagues.

My visit to IMS is very special
not only for my research, but also
for my son. Since, my son of 9-year-
old, Elvin, opened his eyes here in
Okazaki and he had been in Kin-
dergarten, in Mishima Elementary
school. He has many friends in
Okazaki and it was his dream to
come back to Okazaki. He always

says that <He is Japanese>. Japan,
is the second mother country for my
family.

In Okazaki we enjoy unforget-
table, memorable Japanese life. We
cannot forget it. Here we have many
friends. Some of them already vis-
ited us in Russia. We cannot forget
the Japanese gardens, sakura, tem-
ples and many other things.

Finally, I am deeply indebted to

IMS administration for rewarding
me by making my research visit, to
Prof. Nagata for invitation and sup-
port, for his kind help and extreme
hospitality and also to his group
members for their hospitality and
kindness. | should like to take this
opportunity and to say many tanks
to all the people | met at IMS. | hope
that I will visit IMS again and again.
I wish you all the best.
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| joined the group of Professor Nobuhiro Kosugi (Photochemistry)
in August 2006 as a JSPS Postdoctoral fellow. | received my M.S.
degree in Physics from Krasnoyarsk State University which is situated
in a big scientific center in Russian Siberia. After that, | spent few years
doing research in the field of non-linear optics at the Institute of Physics
Siberian Branch of Russian Academy of Science. | got my PhD year
2006 from Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm, Sweden. My
thesis was devoted to theoretical study of short pulse propagation in pho-
tonic crystals and non-linear media, however other related phenomena
were also included (pump-probe spectroscopy, wave packet dynamics,
X-ray spectroscopies). My research activity in IMS is basically devoted
to ab initio study of x-ray spectroscopies of ultra high resolution.
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