Sokendai President’s Award, started from
2009, is a research grant to those whose
research for a doctoral degree is well planned
or already being conducted and reflects
Sokendai’s philosophy of “high expertise and
broad perspective” in research and education.

| was happy to be selected as a candidate of
the award after submission of the application
materials in the early March. For the final
selection, | made an oral and a poster
presentation on 11 April.

On that day, all the candidates gathered
at Hayama campus. My presentation title
was “NMR studies of structures, dynamics
and interactions of oligosaccharides.”
Oligosaccharides play a variety of
physiological and pathological roles in
living systems. For better understanding the
molecular basis of the mechanisms underlying
oligosaccharide functions, detailed information
is quite desirable on conformational dynamics
of oligosaccharides and their interactions with

Ying Zhang MAMEAZRASMIBR SRR HE
FR24FE (B3E) FRE

DFRIFEER)

other biological macromolecules. However,
strategies for conformational characterization
of oligosaccharides remain to be established.
In view of this situation, | have been
developing novel methods to address this
issue by applying nuclear magnetic resonance
(NMR) spectroscopy in conjunction with
organic chemistry, theoretical science and
molecular biology techniques.

After the oral presentation, we started the
poster show. The president Prof. Takahata
and professors asked us several questions
and gave many useful advices. | was exciting
when the president told me that my work
is quite meaningful and suggested to extent
the methodology to biological applications.
The award ceremony was held in the next
afternoon. The most excited thing was that all
the nine candidates were offered the president
award. The president gave the certification

to us one by one and encouraged everyone to

broaden the perspectives and aim for more

achievements in the future.

Finally, | extremely want to express my
gratitude to Prof. Kato, Dr. Yamaguchi and
all members in our group for their immense
help and also to SOKENDAI, who offers
students the honor and this kind of invaluable
opportunity. Especially, I could benefit a lot
from the selection process on how to prepare
and design a project. Another point is that | can
acquaint myself with more friends, which is

one of the favorite.
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