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Memory of Inokuchi sensei  Ian Munro (Gid:F Daresbury Bi%ERii)

Inokuchi sensei played an outstandingly important role in scientific and research relations between Japan and the
UK in the important area of the Molecular Sciences, often when linked with synchrotron radiation and laser research.
His own research in Nottingham (UK) from 1955/ 6 for three years laid the foundation for several generations of
researchers moving between Japan and the UK. His friendships with Prof Dan Eley in Nottingham, who was first
person to study organic conductors (I think) and supervisor of his Ph.D. work, with Brocklehurst, Cundall, and
especially with Porter in Sheffield (later to receive Nobel prize for his photochemistry), with Sir Geoffrey Allen,
Director of research in Unilever and later Chairman of the UK Science Research Council led directly to the creation
of a Memorandum of Understanding in the 1980s which was recognised by the Minister for Science for each country
with Key Persons H. Inokuchi (Japan) and I. Munro (UK). This Agreement embraced many different Universities and
various research Institutes in the UK and in Japan. Some of the collaborations established by him then still remain
active today some fourty years later! He was a man of considerable personal charm with many, many friends in the UK.

On a personal note I wish to add that he enjoyed visits to my farm in England with his son on two occasions but in
Okazaki in 1998 he played a vital role by helping minimise the consequences to me of a massive, life threatening, brain
haemorrhage, while I was working in IMS Okazaki in 1998, through the immediate provision of first class medical
treatment.

A truely great man who will be much missed and long remembered.
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