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One and half year living in Okazaki

Cassouret Florent (Specially Appointed Researcher)

Division of Research, Innovation and Collaboration

In April 2023, I joined Prof. Takunori Taira's group
as researcher here at IMS. I am currently working on
high peak power lasers for particle acceleration and new
lasers for quantum computing application in collabora-
tion with Prof. Ohmori’s group. Our aim is to develop
new functional gain medium with enhanced thermal
properties in order to scale up the laser power used to
trap and manipulate cold atoms. As the later are used
to make quantum bits, the more laser power we have,
the more quantum bits we can make and so, the more
performant our quantum computer will be. I am glad to
have the chance to work on a joint project between two
teams from different fields as it allows me to meet peo-
ple with various experiences and to share our point of
view on the project and the problems we face. Working
with my colleagues allowed me to enrich both my
experimental skills and my scientific knowledge which
will be valuable for my future career. Besides, moving
to Japan was a bit challenging as the culture is very
different from European/French one, especially with
the language barrier but all the IMS staff (including our
group secretaries Ono-san, Okuhara-san and Yamasaki-
san, but also Nagasono-san) as well as my colleagues
helped me all the complicated administrative proce-
dures and I would like to thanks them for this.

Until then I was a student, so moving to Okazaki
was for me the start of my “working adult” life with my
first true flat, my first personal car in a very different
and unique place. Indeed, Okazaki is a beautiful and

calm place to live in, especially during the cherry blos-

som S€ason

when I had

the chance to enjoy Hanami with some friends at Oto
river side near Okazaki castle. With one of my friends
and colleague Hanamura-san we probably complet-
ed our tour of all the best restaurants in Okazaki and
around! The firework season is another big moment of
the year here and I enjoyed watching the one of Okazaki
from the IMS rooftop with my friends and colleagues.
During the weekend I also have the chance to visit some
other nice places in Aichi prefecture such as Toyota,
Gamagori, Inuyama or Shirakawa-go in Gifu prefecture.

Also, after coming to Japan, I had the chance to
pursue my passion for volleyball joining Aichi Kyoin
club in summer 2023 and meet a lot of good friends
there and with Nagoya international group. From this
November [ also have the unique chance to join a
V-league team, Hyogo Delfino, and play in the 3" high-

est level league in Japan!
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