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On Leaving IMS

Born in 1990, France. PhD in 2018, University Paris-Saclay, Institut d’Optique. Assistant Professor (2019-2023),
Research Associate Professor (2023-2025), Visiting Researcher (2026~) at IMS, Ohmori group. Team Director (2024~)

at RIKEN Quantum Computing Center where I lead the Cold-Atom Quantum System Research Team.

I joined IMS in March 2019, and
spent 7 amazing years growing
as a researcher in this fabulous
environment. Seven years is the
longest that I have ever spent in the
same institution in my life so far! It is
thus quite painful to leave, as I became
strongly attached to the place and its
people, and it is so fun to do research
here.

In the first few months, I remember
often walking around the campus (the
various trees, especially the pines,

are very relaxing for me) or towards

Otogawa river as I was adjusting to
this new life or thinking about research
problems. The first years, I enjoyed
much spending days in the laboratory
with my three colleagues, learning how
to manipulate atoms with lasers. After
getting our first major results (making
atoms “speak” to others in an ultrafast
timescale of just a few nanoseconds,
a new world-record !), my work life
gradually changed. I started to recruit
new students and researchers to work
with us, and spent less time using my

own hands for doing the physics and

more on training and discussing with
my teammates. I realized that I liked
this very much also.

As numbers grew, I also learned how
to organize efficiently the structure
and operation of a group, not only
the researchers but also the technical
and administrative staffs which are
crucial for a smooth operation. The
Ohmori group is now strong of 30-40
members (four times more than when
I started !). It is rewarding to see them
work happily everyday, and orient

everyone’s effort towards our long-
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term research goal. With such a team,
you can take on incredible challenges
that are not possible if you work alone,
like the development of quantum
computers.

My biggest joy is that many others
could join me at IMS and work
together: more than 50 students and
researchers, and 15 technical and

administrative staffs, have joined from

a few months to several years. I know
that they will, like me, all remember
IMS as a place where they personally
grew and a unique experience in their
life.

I would like to thank everyone at
IMS and Okazaki that made this stay so
memorable, I cannot list them all as it
would be longer than this article allows!

Every time that we had an idea (move

‘-.':_-"7|( *5 EMHPRAR  EEHES
Jit (D TTEEE EREIHRES EERRE)

a quantum computer from US to IMS,
do a Nagashi-somen party, organize a
100-people symposium, ...), I could
always find help and people to do it
with me.

We will keep seeing each other
as I could get a Visiting Researcher

position to come whenever I find time!
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